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New Books Literature 

Joseph Conrad: Letters 

to William Blackwood 

and David S. Meldrum 

William Blackburn, editor 

These letters reveal Conrad at work on such 

memorable books as Lord Jim and the volume 

of stories, “Youth,” “Heart of Darkness,” and 

“The End of the Tether.” They are addressed 

to William Blackwood, editor of BlackwoodJs 

Magazine and head of the famous Edinburgh 

publishing house, and to David S. Meldrum, lit¬ 

erary adviser in the London office of the firm. 

They show the patience and kindness of Black¬ 

wood—a kindness on which Conrad came to lean 

very heavily. A Conrad microcosm, the collec¬ 

tion illuminates the complexity of his troubled but 

heroic career. A few of these letters are among 

the most eloquent Conrad ever wrote—one in 

particular is a moving defense of his character, 

career, and his ideals in art. His financial inse¬ 

curity, dramatized in his indebtedness to Adolf 

P. Krieger, bore indirectly upon the relationship 

between author and publisher and finally led to an 

estrangement. In retrospect, however, Conrad 

looked upon his connection with Blackwood as 

perhaps the happiest of his life. The letters of 

Conrad, about 140 in all, are fortified by those 

from Blackwood to him and by memoranda from 

Meldrum to Blackwood. Since Conrad and 

Stephen Crane were bound together in friend¬ 

ship and both were bound to BlackwoodJs, sev¬ 

eral letters about Crane are also included. 

William Blackburn is Professor of English at 

Luke University. 

234 pages November $6.00 
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Literature New Books 

Chaucer 

A Critical Appreciation 

Pauli F. Baum 

This is not another general survey of Chaucer, 

but a criticism which is appreciative and an ap¬ 

preciation which is critical, focused on selected 

aspects of Chaucer’s poetry which best illustrate 

its dual purpose. It is critical not only of Chau¬ 

cer’s limitations but of the professional scholars’ 

excesses in wwcritical praise of their “incomparable 

poet.” By way of appreciation it draws attention 

to certain merits of Chaucer’s poetry which have 

been usually overlooked. 

The first chapter tries to form a picture of 

Chaucer in his own milieu and to relate his lit¬ 

erary work to it. This is followed by a special 

study of the scholars’ elaboration—some of it in¬ 

genious and some of it irresponsible—of Chau¬ 

cer’s representation of the Pardoner. On the 

Canterbury Tales, Chaucer’s most famous but 

very uneven work, there are four sections. 

Chaucer’s masterpiece, Troilus and Crtseyde, is 

discussed apropos of its controversial Epilogue, 

which reflects on his success and his failure in the 

management of the whole passionate story. Last¬ 

ly there is a chapter on Chaucer’s art and his 

humor. Throughout the book there are fresh 

critical observations, some of them perhaps hetero¬ 

dox, on other poems and characteristics. 

Pauli F. Baum is James B. Duke Professor 

Emeritus of English Literature at Duke Univer¬ 

sity, 

282 pages December $6.00 
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New Books History- 

Negro Slavery 

in Arkansas 

Orville W. Taylor 

For nearly a century the history of Negro slavery 

in Arkansas lay in obscurity, remembered chiefly 

in family traditions and by a decreasing number 

of “old-timers.” No serious attempt was made 

to record the history of the “peculiar institution,” 

and its importance was so minimized that general 

historians of slavery in the South usually devoted 

only a few lines to Arkansas. And yet when 

slavery was abolished there were slaves in every 

county, and almost one-half of the population 

was directly involved in slavery as slave, slave¬ 

owner, or member of a slaveowner’s family. 

But now the significant place which Negro 

slavery occupied in the life and economy of 

Arkansas has been given due recognition in this 

first comprehensive study of slavery in Arkansas. 

Mr. Taylor traces the growth of slavery in 

Arkansas from John Law’s Colony through 

French, Spanish, territorial, and statehood days, 

then describes with authentic flavor various as¬ 

pects of the institution: the slave trade, work, 

living conditions, medical treatment, religion, 

education, marriage, personal morality, discipline, 

and manumission. The book is based largely on 

original, previously-unused source-material: dia¬ 

ries, plantation records, letters, family papers, 

church, city, and county records, and news¬ 

papers. 

Orville W. Taylor is Professor of History at 

Ba-ptist C allege y I wo, Nigeria. 

302 pages November $6.00 
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History New Books 

American Independence 

through Prussian Eyes 

Marvin L. Brown, Jr., editor 

This selection of previously unused Prussian dip¬ 

lomatic correspondence, translated by the editor, 

reveals the way in which the negotiations of 

1782-1783 were regarded by a great neutral 

power. The letters are those exchanged be¬ 

tween Frederick the Great and his ambassadors 

in London, Paris, The Hague, and Madrid. In 

a limited and specialized way they supplement the 

Politische Corresfondenz of Frederick the Great, 

which goes only as far as the spring of 1782, the 

point at which these letters and excerpts begin. 

They show the Prussian statesmen following the 

negotiations of 1782 with great attention and 

well aware that American independence would 

not occur in a vacuum. In commenting on terri¬ 

torial settlements they particularly emphasized the 

interrelationship of the North American settle¬ 

ments with the operations in the Caribbean, In¬ 

dia, and especially at Gibraltar. The Prussians 

were refreshingly objective in their observations. 

They detected, however, little of the ideological 

significance of American independence and re¬ 

vealed at times amusing lack of geographical 

understanding. Frederick himself appears as 

greatly changed from the dashing figure of 1740. 

By 1782 he had become an elderly philosopher- 

king, anxiously interested in peace, mediation, 

and commerce. 

Marvin L. BrouiUy Jr.y is Associate Projessor 

of History at North Carolina State College. 

250 pages December $5.00 
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New Books Economics 

Corporate Earning 

Power and Market 

Valuation, 1935-1955 

Sidney Cottle and Tate Whitman 

From an investment standpoint, the most im¬ 

portant single fact about a business is its earning 

power. The fact of next importance is the mar¬ 

ket’s valuation of that earning power. Neither 

a company’s income-producing capacity nor the 

value the market places on it can be evaluated in 

isolation. Both must be judged in terms of the 

performance of other companies in the industry 

or, preferably, in terms of that industry’s over-all 

experience. 

The comparative analysis of both companies 

and industries rests on factual information. 

Therefore, consistently prepared data which pro¬ 

vide a basis for both intercompany and interindus¬ 

try comparisons and which extend over a suf¬ 

ficient period to provide perspective are essential 

to eflFective analysis. 

This book provides the investor with the con¬ 

sistently developed “yardstick” data essential not 

only to a more effective comparative analysis of 

industries and companies but also to a fuller 

appraisal of portfolio diversification. It is the 

product of a four-year study which involved the 

close examination of 150 companies over the 

twenty-one year span from 1935 through 1955. 

Sidney Cottle is Senior Economist at the Stan¬ 

ford Research Institute. Tate Whitman is Pro¬ 

fessor of Economics at Emory University. 

230 pages November $12.50 
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Law New Books 

History of a Law Suit 

John S. Brad way 

The law student, particularly the first year law 

student, needs a frame of reference and a key. 

He needs to understand the relationship between 

the courses which he is taking and their over-all 

significance. The thread which holds them all 

together is that woven when a client comes to 

a lawyer with a problem and the lavi^er under¬ 

takes to solve it. There is no substitute for a 

real client with a real problem. A case decided 

by an appellate court puts emphasis on hindsight. 

What the lawyer needs is foresight. In his 

regular courses the student obtains invaluable 

material but it is related not so much to a client 

as to the topic around which the course is built. 

It does not provide that sense of progressive 

continuity with which the practicing lawyer is 

continually surrounded. The present volume 

will give the student a degree of that continuity, 

at least in terms of one personal injury case. It 

consists basically of the actual papers prepared and 

used by opposing counsel in a real law suit. To 

these have been added an introduction, division 

headings to show the steps in the continuous 

development of a case at law, and a few head- 

notes to explain the nature of some of the steps. 

John S. Bradway is Professor of Law and 

Director of the Legal Aid Clinic at the Duke 

University Law School. 

144 pages August $3«50 
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New Books History, Biography 

Entangling Alliance 

Politics and Diplomacy 
under George Washington 
Alexander DeConde 

“This is an able discussion of the foreign policy of the 

new nation when our political leaders in some fashion 

had to prevent our presumed ally, France, from devour¬ 

ing us and our late enemy, England, from destroying 

us. . . . DeConde has gone back to original sources 

and now presents first-hand evidence of the views of the 

Founding Fathers in the proper context of the times. 

This is an important book which should be read by 

every member of Congress interested in foreign policy.” 

—Louis B. Wright in The Washington Post. 

562 pages Published $7-5o 

Guide to the^Hispanic American 

Historical Review, 1946-1955 

Charles Gibson, with E. V. Niemeyer 

The Hisfante American Historical Review is a quarterly- 

journal published in cooperation with the Conference on 

Latin American History of the American Historical Asso¬ 

ciation. The first Guide, compiled by Ruth L. Butler, 

covered the years 1918 to 1945 and was published in 

1950. This work is its successor. Like Mrs. Butler’s 

Guide it presents a classification of the articles published 

and summarizes the contents of each. The list of works 

reviewed furnishes a useful bibliography of Hispanic 

American history within this time span. 

184 pages Published $6.00 

Soldier in White 

The Life of General 
George Miller Sternberg 
John M. Gibson 

General Sternberg is regarded by many as America’s 

greatest bacteriologist. He was a strong claimant to the 

discovery of pneumonia’s causative agent. He was one 

of the first, if not the first, in the United States to 

demonstrate and photograph the tubercle bacillus. He 

suggested—two years before Elie Metchikoff—that 

white corpuscles might attack and destroy disease germs. 

As Surgeon General he overcame great difiiculties to 

give troops proper protection. And he helped give 

Washington a public library and low-cost housing. 

277 pages Published $6.75 
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Sociology, Literature, Folklore New Books 

Social Class in 

American Sociology 

Milton M. Gordon 

Beginning- from the multidimensional approach of Max 

Weber but developing this approach into a richer multi¬ 

dimensional scheme in the light of recent empirical and 

theoretical work, Dr. Gordon surveys and analyzes the 

major sociological contributions to the study of social 

class in America of the period 1925-1955, collating 

them by means of a basic theoretical scheme which re¬ 

veals the basic outlines of the field and the accomplish¬ 

ments and defects of the various studies, and specifies 

the empirical problems which remain to be solved. 

288 pages Published $6.00 

Ten Studies in the 

Poetry of Matthew Arnold 

Pauli F. Baum 

There are several reasons which justify a close study of 

Arnold’s poetry. Many of the poems are deceptively 

simple; for when he aimed at the plain severe style the 

result was sometimes obscure from over-condensation 

and sometimes difiicult from failure to achieve complete 

clarity. Such poems demand explication to order to 

reveal either their full meaning or occasionally the 

faults of his method of composition. In these Ten 

Studies Dr. Baum has made a valuable contribution to 

the understanding and appreciation of Arnold’s poetry. 

153 pages Published $4.00 

The Music of the Ballads 

The Frank C. Brown Collection 
of North Carolina Folklore, Vol. IV 
Jan Philip Schinhan, editor 

“As a faithful record of what was sung in the Southern 

Highlands in the earlier twentieth century, it is prob¬ 

ably the last major contribution to be expected. With 

the Sharp-Karpeles Appalachian collection, it constitutes 

a primary document the historical value of which can 

only increase with age. As a scholarly discharge of the 

difficult and complex responsibilities of so significant an 

undertaking, Professor Schinhan’s editorial work leaves 

his competitors far behind: he has done a truly outstand¬ 

ing job.”—The Virginia Quarterly Review. 

446 pages Published $10.00 
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New Books Commonwealth Studies 

Commonwealth Perspectives 

Nicholas Mansergh et al. 

Seven interpretative essays on varied aspects of the 

Commonwealth make up this symposium. The subjects 

discussed are: Commonwealth membership, foreign af¬ 

fairs, international law, demography, health and welfare 

programs in Australia and Canada, the emergence of 

Ghana, and the evolution and prospects of the Sterling 

Area. Taken together the essays afford a selective cross 

section view of trends, problems, and prospects in the 

British Commonwealth, presented by scholars of recog¬ 

nized attainments. Co7nmon<wealth-Studies Center Pub¬ 

lication, No. 8. 

232 pages September $4.50 

Evolving Canadian Federalism 

A. R. M. Lower, F. R. Scott, et al. 

In the ninety years of Canadian history since Federation 

may be found the story of the failures and successes of a 

people who have worked diligently to devise a form of 

government suitable to their peculiar conditions and who 

have produced a strong and responsible government in 

the democratic tradition. While the papers in this vol¬ 

ume do not cover the whole of Canadian Federalism, 

they treat the major problem areas in depth and give a 

broad understanding of how federalism works in Can¬ 

ada. Commonwalth-Studies Center Publication, No. p. 

205 pages Published $3-So 

The Commonwealth Economy 

in Southeast Asia 

T. H. Silcock 

The Commonwealth territories in Southeast Asia—Ma¬ 

laya and Singapore, Hong Kong, North Borneo, Brunei 

and Sarawak—are rather more prosperous than other 

Southeast Asian countries, but they will have difficulties 

in the next few years in developing their economies 

quickly enough to keep up with their growing popula¬ 

tions. Some of the difficulties will be reduced if they 

are better understood in the United States. Dr. Silcock 

has written his book to stimulate more research in the 

area. Commonviealth-Studies Center Publication, No. 10. 

^73 January, 1959 $4-5o 
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Commonwealth Studies Recent Books 

Publications of the Duke University 
Commonwealth-Studies Center 
1. The British Commonwealth 

An Experiment in Co-operation 
among Nations 

Frank H. Underhill 

“The lectures are a valuable synthesis, shot through with 

deft statement, a sense of humor, and keen appraisals.”— 

American Historical Review. 1956. xxiv, 127 pages, $2.00. 

2. South Africa 
Economic and Political Aspects 

H. M. Robertson 

“Dr. Robertson’s incisive mind goes straight to the pith 

of his subject—a highly desirable quality when you are 

trying in less than 120 pages to deal with one of the most 

complicated subjects in the world.”—Cape Times. 1957. 

I, 192 pages, $3.50. 

3. Some Comparative Aspects of Irish Law 

A. G. Donaldson 

“The range of coverage of the book, both in terms of 

time periods to the present day and also of subject matter, 

plus its very full bibliographical chapter, make it most 

timely and valuable for the comparative lawyer.”—Tulane 

Law Review. 1957. xiv, 293 pages, $6.00. 

4. Economic Analysis and Policy in 
Underdeveloped Countries 

P. T. Bauer 

A discussion of the role of economics and of the econo¬ 

mist in the study and development of underdeveloped coun¬ 

tries. 1937. XV, 145 pages, $3.00. 

5. The Higher Public Service of the 

Commonwealth of Australia 

Howard A. Scarrow 

“Australia’s Prime Minister, Mr Menzies, and the mem¬ 

bers of his Cabinet sub-committee on the Public Service ought 

to read a book just published in the United States.”—Sydney 

Morning Herald. 1937. xii, 180 pages, $3.30. 

6. Economic Opinion and Policy in Ceylon 

Henry M. Oliver, Jr. 

A consideration of the effects of nationalist sentiment on 

economic opinion and policy in Ceylon and of the main 

features of Ceylonese development theory and policy. 1937. 

xi, 143 pages, $3.30. 

7. Problems of the New Gommonw’ealth 

Sir Ivor Jennings 

One of the chief architects of the post-war Commonwealth 

analyzes the practical political and economic problems in¬ 

volved In the transfer of power in the Asian countries of the 

new Commonwealth. 1938. xii, 114 pages, $2.30. 
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Recent Books Botany-History 

Botany 
Tobacco Diseases and Decays 

Frederick A. Wolf 

“The author has devoted the work of a lifetime to the 

study of this crop and is undoubtedly the world’s leading 

authority on the subject.”—World Crops. Second Edition, 

1957- ivi, 396 pages, $7.50. 

Economics 
Economic Growth 

Brazil, India, Japan 

Simon Kuznets, et al., editors 

. . contains a wealth of useful information. . . .”— 

World Affairs Quarterly. 1955. liv, 614 pages, $12.50. 

Folklore 
The Frank C. Brown Collection of 

North Carolina Folklore 

Newman I. White and Pauli F. Baum, editors 

I. Games and Rhymes, Beliefs and Customs, 

Riddles, Proverbs, Speech, Tales and Legends 

Paul G. Brewster, et al., editors 

II. Folk Ballads from North Carolina 

Henry M. Belden and Arthur P. Hudson, editors 

III. Folk Songs from Nortli Carolina 

Henry M. Belden and Arthur P. Hudson, editors 

IV. The Music of the Ballads 

Jan Philip Schinhan, editor 

The first four volumes of the projected seven volume work. 

“. . . a major contribution to American folklore.”—Netv 

York Times. I. 1952. xiv, 712 pages, $10.00. II. 1952. 

xxiii, 747 pages, $10.00. III. 1952. xxii, 709 pages, $10.00. 

IV. 1957. xliv, 420 pages, $10.00. 

The Oral Art and Literature of the 
Kazakhs of Russian Central Asia 

Thomas G. Winner 

The nomadic Kazakhs, who inhabit the second largest 

Soviet republic, are the bearers of a rich and relatively com¬ 

plex tradition of oral literature. 1958. 276 pages, $6.00. 

History 
Isolation and Security 

Ideas and Interests in 
Twentieth-Century American Foreign Policy 

Alexander DeConde, editor 

Seven social scientists explore the conflict, real or sup¬ 

posed between isolation and collective security. 1957- 

li, 204 pages, $4.50. 
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History-Literature Recent Books 

The Early Jackson Party in Ohio 

Harry R. Stevens 

“This volume is a ‘must’ for students of the history of 

the American party system and of American political be¬ 

havior.”—Wisconsin Magazine of History. 1957. xiv, 187 

pages, $4.50. 

James Shepherd Pike 

Republicanism and the American Negro, 
1850-1882 

Robert Franklin Durden 

“Not only is the book well-written . . . but the eleven 

pages of bibliography seem to indicate that the research was 

exhaustive.”—Annals, The American Academy of Political 

and Social Science. 1957. xii, 249 pages, $5.00. 

The Religious Press 
in the South Atlantic- States, 1802-1865 

Henry S. Stroupe 

“This book should well become the model for similar 

studies for other sections of the South and nation.”—Journal 

of Southern History. 1956. x, 172 pages, paper, $4.50. 

America’s Siberian Expedition, 1918-1920 

A Study in National Policy 

Betty Miller Unterberger 

“Mrs. Unterberger’s account is unquestionably the most 

complete and detailed available on this chapter of American 

foreign policy.”—Pacific Historical Review. 1956. vi, 271 

pages, $7.50. 

Historical Background of the World Today 

Harold T. Parker and Theodore Ropp, editors 

A synopsis of the first year course in history. 1947. x, 

128 pages, paper, $1.50. 

Law 
Family Cases in Court 

Maxine Boord Virtue 

“. . . the outstanding characteristics are lucidity, objec¬ 

tivity, rare skill in the selection of illustrative material, and 

restraint.”—American Bar Association Journal. >9S6. 

xxxviii, 291 pages, $4.00. 

Literature 
Richard Hovey: Man and Craftsman 

Allan Houston Macdonald 

“The biographical part is as absorbing as a novel in which 

pathos and comedy contend for the central character.”— 

New York Times. 1957. xii, 265 pages, $S.oo. 

Articles on American Literature, 1900-1950 

Lewis Leary, editor 

“. . . unquestionably one of the most valuable tools avail¬ 

able to the professional student of American literature.”— 

Journal of English and Germanic Philology. 19S4. xv, 

437 pages, $7.50. 
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Recent Books Literature 

George W. Cable, A Biography 

Arlin Turner 

“Such a book as Professor Turner’s is a credit to Arnerican 

academic research—the kind of thing- that university presses 

justify their existence by publishing. Nor is its value en¬ 

tirely scholarly.”—Edmund Wilson in The New Yorker. 

1956. xii, 391 pages, $6.00. 

Dissertations in 

American Literature, 1891-1955 

James Woodress, editor 

“The remarkable advance in American study of American 

Literature in the past half-century is shown in this up-to- 

date list of 2500 theses written at too universities.”— 

Antiquarian Bookman. 19S7. viii, too pages, paper, $2.00. 

The South in American Literature, 1607-1900 

Jay B. Hubbell 

“. . . the long-considered work of a man who is perhaps 

the most distinguished scholarly critic of southern literature of 

our generation.”—Mississippi Valley Historical Review. 19S4. 

xix, 987 pages, $10.00. 

Transatlantic Migration 

The Contemporary American Novel in France 

Thelma M. Smith and Ward L. Miner 

“. . . a thoroughly modest and efficient piece of work.”— 

Times Literary Supplement. I9SS. li, 264 pages, $4.50. 

Transitions in American Literary History 

Harry H. Clark, editor 

“For the second time in twenty-five years American scholars 

have successfully produced an interpretation of their literary 

history which is more than a catalogue of names or a list 

of influences and cross-references.”—Review of English 

Studies. 1934. xi, 479 pages, $6.00. 

The Providence of Wit 
in the English Letter Writers 

Will H. Irving 

“Seldom has art more sensitively or happily concealed 

art.”—English. 1933. vi, 382 pages, $7.30. 

Coleridge on the Seventeenth Century 

Roberta F. Brinkley 

“It will be indispensable for future study of Coleridge’s 

thought.”—The Review of English Studies. 1933. xxxviii, 

704 pages, $12.30. 

Flaming Minister 

A Study of Othello as Tragedy of Love and 

Hate 

George Roy Elliott 

“. . . contains not only excellent literary criticism, but also 

some wise and noble things on problems of human conduct.”— 

Modern Language Notes. 1933. xxxvi, 243 pages, $4.30. 
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Literature-Sociology Recent Books 

The Development of English Humor 

Louis Cazamian 

“His book ... is the most complete and enlightening 

we possess of the evolution of humor.”—Erasmus. 1952. x, 

421 pages, $6.00. 

The Court of Venus 

Russell A. Fraser, editor 

“. . . a thorough piece of scholarship dealing with an 

important subject.”—Western Humanities Review. I9S5- 

xii, 168 pages, $4.50. 

Political Science 
The Conservative Party in Canada: 1920-1949 

John R. Williams 

“. . . a work of sound and illuminating analysis, full of 

shrewd judgments. . . .”—American Historical Review. 1956. 

liv, 242 pages, $6.00. 

Constitutions, Electoral Laws, Treaties of 
the States in the Near and Middle East 

Helen Miller Davis 

“. . . obviously indispensable.”—Journal of Near Eastern 

Studies. 2nd edition, 19S3. xxii, 541 pages, $7.50. 

Radiology 
Formulating X-Ray Technics 

John B. Gaboon 

“The student technician will £nd the book invaluable. 

The more experienced technician will find it an every day 

source of information.”—The X-Ray Technician. 4th edi¬ 

tion, 1956. xiv, 23s pages, $3.00. 

Religion 
The Religious Faith of John Fiske 

H. Burnell Pannill 

“Here is a meticulous, illuminating, definitive study and 

critique of the intellectual development of the eminent 19th- 

century American historian-philosopher.”—The Lutheran. 

1957. xvi, 263 pages, $3.00. 

Patterns of Protestant Church Music 

Robert Stevenson 

“. . . should be read by every clergyman, church musician, 

and student of music.”—Jourrsal of the American Musicologi- 

cal Society. 1933. vii, 219 pages, $4.00. 

Sociology 
Spanish-Speaking Groups in the United States 

John H. Burma 

“This terse book is a scholarly work, well-documented, and 

contains a good bibliography.”—Sociology and Social Re¬ 

search. 1934. xiv, 214 pages, $4.00. 
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